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Towards eradication of giant African snail Achatina fulica Bowdich in Trinidad
and Tobago

Chanderbhan Shripat, Research Division, Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources,
Central Experiment Station, Centeno, Trinidad, c_shripat@yahoo.com

The giant Afri can snail (Acha ti na fu li ca) is a se rious plant pest which is one of the world’s worst 100 in -
va si ve alien spe cies re por ted to feed on about 500 spe cies of plants. In Octo ber 2008 the pest was dis co ve -
red in Tri ni dad at one lo ca tion in Alyce Glen, Die go Mar tin, nort hwest of the is land.   De li mi ting sur veys
in di ca ted that the pest was con fi ned to an area < 1.0 km² the re fo re era di ca tion stra te gies were im ple men -
ted in No vem ber 2008.  A four-pron ged ap proach was ini tia ted against A. fu li ca in clu ding sur vei llan ce,
co llec tion and des truc tion of snails, ap pli ca tion of snail baits and pu blic edu ca tion.  Addi tio nally, re com -
men da tions were made to de cla re giant Afri can snail a “No ti fia ble Pest” by le gis la tion. More than 1400
snails were co llec ted in No vem ber and De cem ber 2008 and bet ween May and Au gust 2009, the pest was
found at three (3) ot her lo ca tions (Good wood Gar dens, Blue Ran ge and West moo rings) at Die go Mar tin
whe re co llec tion of snails and bai ting con ti nued. Appro xi ma tely 5546 snails were co llec ted over a 17
month pe riod, from No vem ber 2008 to March 2010. More than 1000 pro per ties in clu ding drains, empty
lots and parks were sur ve yed with the con clu sion that the snail was con tai ned in the Die go Mar tin va lley.
About 10,000 cu mu la ti ve pro per ties were trea ted with 2.0 ton nes of snail bait con tai ning 3.0% me tal -
dehy de, some more than 28 ti mes. By March 2010 no snails have been sigh ted which could be cau sed by
the ac tion ta ken and the se ve rity of the drought pe riod.  The era di ca tion pro gram me is pro mi sing suc cess,
meanw hi le mo ni to ring and pu blic awa re ness are on going exercises. 
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