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Diseases caused by plant pathogens which lessen the quality of several farm
products after harvest in the Dominican Republic. 

Rosendo Angeles Ramos, MS. Plant pathologist and Bacteriologist, Santo Domingo, D.R.
hairo90@hotmail.com., Candida M. Batista Marte, IDIAF.

In or der to as sess the le vel of pro du ce de te rio ra tion cau sed by plant pat ho gens and di sea ses ca rried over
from the farm, a study was con duc ted.  Sam pling of pro du ce was un der ta ken over a span of two years
(2009-2010).  The sam pling si tes in clu ded com mer cial pla zas, su per mar kets, con ve nient sto res, and truck 
and street ven dors. San to Do min go, the Ca pi tal City, and its vi ci ni ties were cho sen as the sam pling area,
un der the un ders tan ding that com mo di ties in this ex pan se ori gi na ted from country’s main pro du ce pro du -
cing re gions. A to tal of 19 fun gal, bac te rial and vi ral di sea ses were found to af fect 17 dif fe rent farm pro -
du ces. As part of the study, a list of pos si ble cau sal agents is pre sen ted. The re sults sug gest that plant
pat ho ge nic fun gi, bac te ria and vi ru ses which af fect the se pro du ces at field le vel, might con ti nue their in -
fes ta tion through post har vest sta ges, along with op por tu nis tic pat ho gens, de tri men tally im pac ting pro du -
ce qua lity and thus re sul ting in im por tant post har vest los ses. It was found that me cha ni cal da ma ge on the
stu died pro du ces, eit her du ring har vest or trans por ta tion, as well as ina de qua te sto ra ge con di tions, could
exa cer ba te pro teoly sis from fun gi and bac te ria, as well as na tu ral physio lo gi cal de te rio ra tion or
senescence. 
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