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Trinidad and Tobago’s readiness to compete under the EPA:  a competitive
assessment of the country’s tomato production technologies
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On De cem ber 16, 2007, CARIFORUM (CF) and the Eu ro pean Com mis sion (EC) ini tia led the com -
prehen si ve Eco no mic Part ners hip Agree ment in Brid ge town, Bar ba dos. All fif teen (15) CARIFORUM
mem ber sta tes are par ties to the EPA. For the first time in the case of the Ca rib bean, the agree ment allows
for re ci pro cal tra ding arran ge ments bet ween the coun tries of the Eu ro pean Com mu nity and
CARIFORUM, in clu ding goods and ser vi ces, among ot her things. It is an ti ci pa ted that the agree ment will 
fa ci li ta te a more dyna mic ex port and im port mar ket for the Re gion.
 In the case of agri cul tu ral com mo di ties, to ma to has al ways been of in te rest to Ca rib bean pro du cers. Ho -
we ver, gar ne ring a list of sen si ti ve pro ducts and with re ci pro city of tra de, it is un su re whet her the re gion’s 
to ma to pro du cers will be ex po sed to open com pe ti tion. Against this back ground, the study as ses ses the
va rious tech no lo gies used for to ma to pro duc tion in Tri ni dad and To ba go and pre sents a com prehen si ve
eco no mic eva lua tion of each system in clu ding open field rain-fed, open field irri ga ted and tho se uti li zing
va rious types of green hou se tech no lo gies. The monthly who le sa le mar ket pri ces are then used to as sess
re turns to la bour, ma na ge ment and in vest ments in each mo del. Furt her, the com pe ti ti ve ness against Eu ro -
pean pro du cers is as ses sed. The study also ma kes re com men da tions for uti li za tion of the va rious pro duc -
tion systems un der spe ci fic agri cul tu ral con di tions in an in crea singly com pe ti ti ve environment. 
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