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The 'Virgin Fresh' apicultural project: development and expansion of the U.S.
Virgin Islands apiculture industry
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The Vir gin Fresh Api cul tu ral Pro ject, spon so red by the Vir gin Islands De part ment of Agri cul tu re and the Uni ver sity of the
Vir gin Islands Coo pe ra ti ve Exten sion Ser vi ce, ex plo red the pro duc tion and mar ket po ten tial of api cul tu ral pro ducts. The se
com mo di ties are usually avai la ble from lo cal bee kee pers, but the re was no or ga ni zed system to in crea se their supply and mar -
ket them as pac ka ged, spe cialty items to the hos pi ta lity in dustry and lo cal mar kets. Agri cul tu re pro fes sio nals, far mers and in te -
res ted re si dents par ti ci pa ted in Bee kee ping clas ses de sig ned to crea te a group of en tre pre neurs to de ve lop and ex pand the lo cal
api cul tu re in dustry. The to pics in clu ded in a se ries of twel ve-week trai ning clas ses were: ba sic first aid; sa fety in and around
the hive; tools of the tra de; hive ma na ge ment; bu si ness plan ning and mar ke ting; and bee bio logy and di sea ses. Over one hun -
dred per sons com ple ted the trai ning clas ses. The Vir gin Fresh Api cul tu ral Pro ject in crea sed the num ber of eco lo gi cally-sus tai -
na ble and eco no mi cally-pro fi ta ble api cul tu ral bu si nes ses in the U.S. Vir gin Islands. This pro ject es ta blis hed a mo del system
for the pro duc tion, har ves ting, and mar ke ting pro ces ses re qui red to crea te and main tain sus tai na ble, pro fi ta ble, api cul tu ral bu -
si nes ses and to sti mu la te growth of the lo cal api cul tu ral in dustry. The in crea sed bee kee ping ac ti vity has allo wed the im ple men -
ta tion of a mar ke ting cam paign high ligh ting api cul tu ral pro ducts, the most po pu lar of which is ho ney. The cam paign con sists
of bran ding the lo cally pro du ced ho ney with the 'Vir gin Fresh' seal to dif fe ren tia te it from im por ted ho ney. The pro ject has in -
crea sed the pu blic's awa re ness of lo cally pro du ced api cul tu ral pro ducts and is crea ting a sour ce of al ter na ti ve, agri cul tu ral, en -
tre pre neu rial ven tu res to sti mu la te eco no mic de ve lop ment.

Pa la bras Cla ves/Key Words:: Api cul tu re, bee kee ping, Apis me lli fe ra, ho ney, hive ma na ge ment, bees

0

República Dominicana/Dominican Republic - CFCS 2010

46ta Reunión Anual Sociedad Caribeña de Cultivos Alimenticios /46th Annual Meeting Caribbean Food Crops Society


