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experiences covered the areas of Entomology, Biotechnology, Environmental Horticulture,
Waste Management, Dairy Farm Management, Extraction of Essential Oils, Meat Processing,
Dairy Processing, Agricultural Meteorology, Hydroponics, Home Gardening and Agricultural
Machinery. Activities were planned for haif a day (3.5 hours) or full day (7 hours) to provide
vanety, promote interactivity and avoid saturation. Materials on concepts and laboratory
praclices were prepared by faculty members of the College of Agricultural Sciences of the
UPR-RUM. specialized in each discipline. A day was dedicated to tour the Campus and
iaboratory facilities of the College of Agriculture, and counsel students on the admission
process and University life. A five-point scale questionnaire was used to rate their
mpressions on the various activities, overall logistics and impact of the activity over their

interest towards studies in Agricultural Sciences. In addition, participants made comments in
writing regarding their experience.

Figure 1: Participants engaged in hands-on activities under faculty supervision
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NTRODUCTION Table 1: Participant feedback on individual activities
Und duate | icultural Sci : : . ! Lo 4 ?::‘i: I""*"‘“E Neutral "::' &:unm
| ergraduate enroliment in Agricultural Science programs of the University of Puerto Rico — * | | Entomology 1 0% | 10% proes i
Mayaguez Campus (UPR-RUM) grew from 6.0% of the total Campus enrollment in 1995 to " || Biotechnology a o | 2% i :f:.
8.5% in 2004. Since 2005, enrollment has remained constant at about 7.8% of Campus total | E"ﬁ“"mﬂ"m’ ot AL B 8% | 3% | 8%
(OIPP-UPR-RUM, 2008); a trend that must be changed to its previous increasing condition. E ”:‘mmm B Ry 1% | 1% | 3% | e
Last year, the College of Agricultural Sciences (CAS) initiated several efforts aimed to | u::;:n:nfaﬁﬂm p ek B
increasing recruitment and retention. One such effort brought ten middle and high school i Extraction ufe:sznlial oiis = | 182 a o
science teachers for a two-week summer camp (Rivera et al., 2008). The summer camp |(§ 'Meat processing | ’ 9.;: , 1;: i
attempled 1o increase recruitment of undergraduate students in the food., agriculture, natural j Home gardening | 9% 6% | 19% | 36% ‘ :
resources and related fields at the UPR-RUM by providing teachers with relevant hands-on | SITIDRORCH 8% 2% | 7% | 7% | o
activities that they could take back and integrate into their courses. B U Mefeocoiony | o% [ 2m | % | o | o
. = | | Agricultural machinery 'j 36% 18% &% |
During summer 2009, the CAS organized a two-week summer experience in Agricultural # || Dairy processing r | 9% 27 9% 15 5%
Sciences. Eleven high school students from various locations in Puerto Rico participated in Table 2: Participant reaction to survey statements
the event. The objective of the aclivity was to expose participants to the various areas of [ Totally | o
: study_wrthm Agnicultural Sciences. [t is expected for the activity to spike student interest in disagree | D aroe | Neutat ' Aaeee ;3 l
pursuing higher education in areas related to Agricultural Sciences. lm *;E::n?:ispi:t?;:?ntﬂ u;s;u:g:::fg;% related to agricultural sciences prior 10 | oo, | 4eer | 3pe |
MATERIALS AND METHODS My partigipaﬁgn in this activity widened my vision on the employment | | . e _i 63%
opportunities in the field of agricultural sciences. : t
A two-week summer experience for high school students sponsored by USDA-CSREES |I7®3°7 Tebed fo (8IS my Mevestin pursumg igher education i ; | B% | S5% | 9%
residence Instruction Grant for Insular Areas was organized from July 13 to 24, 2009 at UPR- [The field of agricultural sciences is lots mare than planting the farm of care {“ 1' o
RUM. Eleven high school students were selected from various locations of the island of |forfam animals, | . | | T |
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Eleven high school students (5 female & 6 male) were selected from around the island
(Aibonito, Afiasco, Arecibo, Caguas, Coamo, Gurabo, Lajas & Mayagliez ) from the pool of 41
applicants. Each day, participants were exposed to one or two activities that included a
minimum of theory to allow plenty of time for the interactive event. Figure 1 shows participants
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| engaged in some of the planned hands-on aclivities. Since the group was small, group | Acxu:ﬁgﬁi‘;gggs Residence Instruction Grant for g
| dynamics developed easily and resulted in strong bonds. In fact, some participant comments  This summer camp was sponsored by the UPR.RUM CAS persannel who facilitated the i
on event logistics, praised the goodness of the small group and how this helped them Insular Areas. ‘:’VE ,afﬁ ﬂ‘fﬂtﬂfm to the fﬂ"‘f‘Wi“Qf cals Boneiion L Tintin Gonzalez. Agro. o
overcome the initial shyness. Group size positively pre-disposed students to face the daily activities: Dr. Hipolito O'Farril, Dr. John Gil, Prof. Sally : Aims'l Rivera. Prof. Melvin lrizarry. . I% &
1: activities. Lionel Cruz, Prof. Ariel Ramirez, Dr. Lissette Gonzalez, Pro . . La'yda nonca deleon ] R
i‘ Dr. Eric Harmsen, Dr. Francisco Monroig, Agro. Hécmarpzziﬁmdﬁata et bt P §

| In gengr:ai gathered data (Table 1) shows that students liked most of the activities, especially 4 a1 Miguel Rivera. Special thanks to Ms. Mar[a-Jnﬂé
those in the non-traditional areas of the Agricultural Sciences. Also, 64% percent of Science and Technology program, for her unconditiona
| participants had not considered Agricultural Sciences as a field of study before the activity. . .. tion of this event.

Yet, by the end of the two weeks, the same amount was clear on their interest to pursue REFEREHGES
higher education in the area (Table 2). '

| support with the organization and
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: : ' de Puerto Rico,
Oficina de Investigacion Institucional y Planificacion. 2009. L.Inw.arsildlat.i :

In terms of event duration, most participants stated it could be three weeks long instead of o .0 4e Mayaglez. Mayaglez, Puerto Rico.

two, and that individual activities were appropriate in terms of timing and duration. Overall, the laz. 20
. . 1 2 2 . and G. M. Gonzalaz.

experience was unique for many of the participanis, Ultimately, it is expected for this Rivera-Vargas, L. I A. L. G‘:'t"f‘:""iiﬂ promotion of Agriuultﬂl'ai Sclences curricula. Poster

experience to enhance recruitment of undergraduate students in the food, agriculture, natural  Sclence tgachurs: '"Etmmﬂ'?: nal Mpating

resources and related fields at the UPR-RUM CAS. nresentation at the SOPCA Annu
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