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Exo tic pest infor ma tion co llec tion and analy sis (EPICA): plant pest early war ning
as a sa fe guar ding tool
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The U.S. go vern ment needs early war ning about po ten tial pest threats to sa fe guard U.S. agri cul tu re and
na tu ral re sour ces from the risks as so cia ted with the entry, es ta blish ment, or spread of exo tic pests. Exo tic
Pest Infor ma tion Co llec tion and Analy sis (EPICA) con ducts plant pest bio sur vei llan ce for the U.S. go -
vern ment by con ti nuously mo ni to ring in ter net and ot her glo bal in for ma tion sour ces and co llec ting,
analy zing, dis tri bu ting, and ar chi ving re le vant news about exo tic plant pests. EPICA sub scri bers re cei ve
weekly no ti fi ca tions with worl dwi de co ve ra ge of plant pest events. EPICA of fers a de di ca ted team of
full-time analysts with ex per ti se in en to mo logy, plant pat ho logy, weed scien ce, and tech ni cal com mu ni -
ca tion. 
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