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Pro mo tion of Agri cul tu ral Scien ces Cu rri cu la re qui res a se ries of stra te gies to reach and in fluen ce high
school stu dent at ti tu de. Chan ge in pos tu res of school tea chers to wards agri cul tu ral scien ces is par ti cu larly 
im por tant, es pe cially tho se in cli ned to pro mo te na tu ral scien ces. Du ring the sum mer of 2008, ten tea chers 
from pu blic midd le and high schools par ti ci pa ted in a two-week sum mer camp of fe ring a se ries of work -
shops with hands-on ex pe rien ces fo cu sed on Con cepts and La bo ra tory Prac ti ces in Agri cul tu ral Scien ces. 
Par ti ci pa ting tea chers were mainly from the wes tern re gion of the is land (Agua da, Cabo Rojo, La jas, Rin -
cón, San Ger mán, San Se bas tián) and Jun cos, P.R. Hands-on ex pe rien ces in clu ded dis ci pli nes such as
Plant Pat ho logy, Ento mo logy, Na tu ral Re sour ces and the Envi ron ment, Hor ti cul tu re and Food Tech no -
logy. Con cepts and la bo ra tory prac ti ces were con duc ted by fa culty mem bers of the Co lle ge of Agri cul tu -
ral Scien ces of the Uni ver sity of Puer to Rico-Ma ya güez Cam pus, spe cia li zed in each dis ci pli ne. The fi nal 
in ten tion was that each tea cher will im ple ment the ex pe rien ces in their schools. A ques tion nai re was used
to eva lua te the dif fe rent work shops, la bo ra tory fa ci li ties and UPR fa culty. Nine cri te ria were eva lua ted
du ring the work shop, the se were or ga ni za tion, au dio vi sual re sour ces, fa culty pre pa ra tion at the mo ment
of the work shop, com pe ten cies in the use of ter mi no logy re la ted with the dis ci pli ne, skills learn in the
used of ma te rials and equip ment and in te gra tion of the ex pe rien ces to the class room, among ot hers. Each
cri te rion was eva lua ted from poor to ex ce llent. The sum mer camp was eva lua ted ex ce llent, 93% of the
time and good the ot her 7%. Fa culty eva lua tions were ex ce llent, ran ging from 95 to 99%. Ove rall, the ex -
pe rien ce was uni que for many of the tea chers and they were mo ti va ted to par ti ci pa te in this type of ac ti -
vity in the fu tu re. Ulti ma tely the ex pe rien ce will en han ce the re cruit ment of un der gra dua te stu dents in the
food, agri cul tu re, na tu ral re sour ces and re la ted fields at the UPR-Ma ya güez Cam pus. The event was part
of a pro ject spon so red by the USDA-NIFA Re si den ce Instruc tion Grant for Insu lar Areas.
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