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Edu ca tio nal ex pe rien ces in agri cul tu ral scien ces: a dis co very call to high school
stu dents on the op tions and pos si bi li ties of the field of study

Fer nan do Pé rez1,  Ángel L. Gon zá lez2, and Gladys M. Gon zá lez3 1Assis tant Pro fes sor. Agri cul tu ral
and Biosy stems Engi nee ring De part ment, 2 Pro fes sor, Crops and Envi ron men tal Scien ces
De part ment, and 3 Pro fes sor, Agri cu tu ral Eco no mics and Ru ral So cio logy De part ment, Co lle ge of
Agri cul tu ral Scien ces, Uni ver sity of Puerto Rico- Mayagüez Campus. gladys.gonzalez7@upr.edu

A two-week sum mer ex pe rien ce in Agri cul tu ral Scien ces was of fe red to 11 high school stu dents du ring
sum mer 2009 with the ob jec ti ve of ex po sing them to va rious areas of the Agri cul tu ral Scien ces that go be -
yond the “plan ting the farm” ste reoty pe.  It is ex pec ted for this awa re ness to spi ke stu dent’s in te rest in
pur suing hig her edu ca tion stu dies in Agri cul tu ral Scien ces.  Hands-on ac ti vi ties fo cu sed on Ento mo logy,
Bio tech no logy, Envi ron men tal Hor ti cul tu re, Was te Ma na ge ment, Dairy Farm Ma na ge ment, Extrac tion
of Essen tial Oils, Meat Pro ces sing, Dairy Pro ces sing, Agri cul tu ral Me teo ro logy, Hydro po nics, Home
Gar de ning and Agri cul tu ral Ma chi nery were plan ned for day or half-day ses sions, de pen ding on the sub -
ject, so as to pro vi de va riety, pro mo te in te rac ti vity and avoid sa tu ra tion.  A day was de di ca ted to tour the
Cam pus and la bo ra tory fa ci li ties of the Co lle ge of Agri cul tu re, and coun sel stu dents on the ad mis sion
pro cess and Uni ver sity life.  Par ti ci pants fi lled out an exit ques tion nai re to rate their im pres sions on the
va rious ac ti vi ties, ove rall lo gis tics and im pact of the ac ti vity over their in te rest to wards stu dies in Agri -
cul tu ral Scien ces.  Co llec ted data sho wed that 64% per cent of par ti ci pants had not con si de red Agri cul tu -
ral Scien ces as a field of study be fo re the ac ti vity. Yet, by the end of the two weeks, the same amount was
clear on their in te rest to pur sue hig her edu ca tion in the area.  Stu dents li ked many of the ac ti vi ties, es pe -
cially tho se in Bio tech no logy, Dairy Farm Ma na ge ment, Extrac tion of Essen tial Oils, Meat Pro ces sing
and Dairy Pro ces sing.  The event was part of a pro ject spon so red by the USDA-NIFA Re si den ce Instruc -
tion Grant for Insu lar Areas.
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