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Com prehen si ve agro-morp ho lo gi cal assess ment of the Puer to Ri can cas sa va
germplasm
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His to ri cally, cas sa va, Ma nihot es cu len ta Crantz, has pla yed an im por tant role on the world’s agri cul tu re.
This starchy root is grown es pe cially in the low lands of de ve lo ping coun tries, whe re it is a sta ple food of
some of the most hard-pres sed po pu la tions in Afri ca. The cas sa va co llec tion in Puer to Rico con sists of 26
cul ti vars, se ven of them were in tro du ced to Puer to Rico by the Tro pi cal Agri cul tu re Re search Sta tion
(TARS) in 1994 from the Inter na tio nal Cen ter for Tro pi cal Agri cul tu re (CIAT), Cali, Co lom bia. Anot her
16 ac ces sions have been in the cas sa va co llec tions of the Agri cul tu re Expe ri men tal Sta tions of Puer to
Rico for ap pro xi ma tely 26 years. In the past 4 year, three more ac ces sions have been in tro du ced from
CIAT. We con duc ted a tho rough agro no mi cal and morp ho lo gi cal as sess ment of the se ac ces sions in the
field of the Isa be la Agri cul tu ral Re search sta tion in Nort heas tern Puer to Rico. Du ring the 11 month of
growth pe riod morp ho lo gi cal cha rac te ris tics such as plant height, stem-pe tio le-leaf co lor, bran ching
num ber, and pe tio le orien ta tion were as ses sed. At har vest agro no mic pro per ties such as abo ve and be low
ground mass, dry mat ter con tent, num ber of root, post har vest de te rio ra tion and cya no gen con tent were
as ses sed. Root morp ho lo gi cal des crip tors were also no ted at har vest.
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